Botanical gardens have several aims, among which is to increase awareness of plant diversity, to study it, and to conserve it. The Francisco Javier Clavijero Botanical Garden at the Instituto de Ecología, in Xalapa, Mexico, curates the Mexican national living national bamboo collection. In 2010 a new Otatea species was collected, described and cultivated in the living bamboo collection. Two years after being planted, this bamboo began to flower in the summer of 2012. I decided to visit the type locality and I found the entire population flowering. Based on collected specimens, the synflorescences and spikelets of Otatea ramirezii are described and these structures are compared with those of the known Otatea species described with flowers. The living national bamboo collection of Mexico is important for the preservation of native species and, given that the flowering cycles of most bamboo species are not known, for the documentation of their life cycles.
Introduction
In the Americas, the highest bamboo diversity and endemism is found in Brazil, the northern and central Andes, Mexico and Central America (Judziewicz et al., 1999) . Prior to 2004 there were 36 native species of bamboos described in eight genera for Mexico (Judziewicz et al., 1999; Cortés Rodríguez 2000; Clark and Cortés 2004) , but recent work has brought this number to 44 species (Judziewicz et al., 1999; Ruiz-Sanchez et al., 2011 , 2011a Ruiz-Sanchez 2012; Ruiz-Sanchez and Clark 2013) and three more are in the process of being described. More than the half (23) of the Mexican bamboo species are endemic and this number could increase with the description of new taxa. The Mexican bamboos grow in tropical dry and perennial forests, mixed pine-oak and pine-spruce forests, pine forests, and cloud forests from sea level to 3,000 m elevation (Cortés Rodríguez 2000; Ruiz-Sanchez et al., 2011 , 2011a Ruiz-Sanchez & Clark 2013) .
